Annual Report

2014

A Community
Celebration

From the

Library Director

This was a year of celebration, innovation and revitalization for the Grande Prairie Public Library.
The community helped us celebrate our 75th anniversary throughout the year, and particularly
embraced the free Library memberships we offered during the month of June. We saw an 82%
increase in new memberships and a 63% increase in renewed memberships.
Our celebration as a vibrant, progressive Library included the expansion of our e-resources,
including new databases such as Ancestry for genealogy research, Zinio for online magazines,
and Hoopla for videos, music and audiobooks. Ebooks continue to be extremely popular with our
users, and our collection has expanded accordingly. In response to requests from our users for
bestsellers to be more available, we introduced the Most Wanted Collection, with short-term loans
and high turnover. The books and films in this collection are flying off the shelves and are clearly
a hit.
Programs continue to be a key component of our service, and the creativity and innovation of our
staff led to many exciting new offerings. One of the year’s highlights was LibriCon, the first ever
Library Comic Con. Hundreds of people – many in costume - attended this hugely successful
program, which has gone on to receive two provincial awards.
This birthday year was also an opportunity to revitalize the Library, with the launch of our new
technologically advanced programming space and a review of the layout of our current public
areas.
As the Grande Prairie Public Library embarks on its 76th year, I would like to acknowledge
the leadership of the Board, our strong ongoing relationship with the Peace Library System,
the support of municipal, regional and provincial governments, the generosity of donors and
volunteers, and hard-working staff.
The community of Grande Prairie prides itself on its innovative culture, and its public Library also
reflects the values of creativity, excellence and innovation. These values have been woven into
our Library services for 75 years and we will continue to grow and respond to the needs of our
vibrant community as we enter a very bright future.

Maureen Curry
Library Director

From the

Library Board

Your Library celebrated its 75th Anniversary in 2014, a
significant milestone in community service.
During 2014, the development of more than 3000 sq. ft. of
previously unused space provided more room for programs and
staff work areas. Your Board is appreciative of the financial
support from the City of Grande Prairie and the Province of
Alberta, and for the efforts of the consultant and contractors
in the completion of this project.
The Library tagline suggests that our patrons “discover the
possibilities”. There is lots to do at the Library. Your Library
board
is about more than books. Why not check the website for
available services and programs for teens, children, students
and adults? Then drop in, sign up as a member, receive your
card, and browse.
While you’re at our website, check out Press Display which
gives patrons access to 1000 newspapers from 82 countries
in 40 languages. For patrons who would prefer their books in
a digital format, there is access to eBooks and eAudiobooks;
another of the many programs and services available.
Your Library continues to have excellent working partnerships
with the City of Grande Prairie, the County of Grande Prairie
#1, the MD of Greenview and the Province of Alberta. Serving
as the resource Library for the Peace Library System has
allowed your Library to develop a unique relationship with all
of the member communities.
Your Board members salute our excellent, efficient and
effective staff and volunteers under the capable and
professional leadership of our Library Director Maureen Curry.
Your Board also thanks the citizens of the community for their
continued support and patronage.

R. Lynn Coulter
Library Board Chair
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